
Professor W. A. Liyanage (Liyanage Amarakeerthi), a Fulbright Scholar, 

received his MA (2000) and PhD (2004) from University of Wisconsin, USA.  

His doctoral training is in Comparative Literary Studies. In addition to being 

a scholar in literature, he is a fiction writer, and a critic. He is also active 

public intellectual participating in numerous on-going debates on culture, 

education and politics in Sri Lanka. He has published more than twenty 

books: four novels, seven collections of short stories, several works of 

translation, and four books on literary criticism and theory. He has also 

published numerous articles in Sinhala and English in national and 

international journals. At present, Amarakeerthi is a professor at the 

department of Sinhala, University of Peradeniya where he teaches undergraduate and postgraduate 

courses on literary theory, comparative literature, Theories of aesthetics, journalism, translation theory, 

and modern drama. He has won national awards for his story and novels including National literary 

Awards in 2000 and 2008 and the Golden Book Award in 2014 and 2016.  

 

 


